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 A Service for the Lord’s Day 

Lectionary Texts: 
Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6, 8-10; Psalms 19; 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a; Luke 4:14-21 

 

  

This church welcomes you no matter who you are, where you come from, or why you are here. 

We are Christ’s people, and this is Christ’s place with its doors open wide.  
 

If you are passing through, Godspeed; if you are looking for a home, stay here; if you need instruction,  

learn from us as we learn from you. We invite visitors to join us, but most of all, to return often. 
† Indicates all who are able may stand. 

 

Assemble in God’s Name  

Gathering — Be Still, My Soul                           arr. Cindy Berry  

Silent Prayer of Preparation                     

We thank you, O God, for calling us into your church to be your people. We have gathered, God of grace 
and wisdom, because we have heard your call. You have reached out to us in Jesus Christ, you have touched 
us with your Spirit; and we have turned toward you, seeking to love as we have been loved.  We call upon 
your holy name: empower us to worship and serve you, walking gently on this earth, through the grace of 
Jesus Christ.  Amen.       

Chimes of the Trinity                       

Welcome and Parish Life 

Prelude — Aria for Trumpet and Organ                 William Endicott 

Introit — You Are the Light                                                                                                            Tom Fettke 

 You are the Light we see. You are the Truth we know. You are the Life we live.  

 You are the Hope, you are the Joy, You are the Song we sing. 

Call to Worship                Psalm 36:6, 7b, 9, NIV, Adapted  

Your love, O God, reaches to the heavens, your faithfulness to the skies. 
Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains, your justice like the great deep. 
Earth’s children, high and low, take refuge in the shadow of your wings. 
We feast on the abundance of your house; you give us drink from your river of delights.  
For with you is the fountain of life; in your light we see light. 
Glory be to you, O God, our life and our light!  

   

†    Hymn 32 — I Sing the Mighty Power of God                                                                                   ellacombe 

†    Call to Confession 

† Prayer of Confession   

Compassionate God, we confess the times when we have closed ourselves to your love.  We 
cling to our fear, our guilt, our self-hatred, rather than to let ourselves be warmed and healed 
by your love.  We close our hearts, refusing to be channels of your love to others.   
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We are frozen like winter ice and snow.  Forgive us, and give us courage to trust you and to let your 
love flow through us to others; through Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.   

†    Kyrie Eleison  

 

  
 

 

 

 

†    Assurance of Pardon 

              God's steadfast love extends to the heavens, and reaches down to touch our hearts.   

              Thanks be to God who forgives and saves us!  Amen.  

†    Gloria Patri                                                                                                                                     Hymnal, 581 

 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now,          
and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 

       Welcome of New Members  

 

At this time, all children (pre-K 4 through third grade) are invited to leave the service to attend  

“Children’s Time.” Children can be picked up on the second floor of the  

Fellowship Hall after the worship service.  
 
 

Proclaim God’s Word 
  

Prayer for Illumination  

Psalter Reading: Psalm 36:5-10                                                                                                                     p. 627 

The Word of the Lord!  
Thanks be to God! 

Musical Meditation — The Gift of Love                                                                                   arr. Hal Hopson 

       New Testament Reading: I Corinthians 12:1-11                                                                                  p. 211-212 

The Word of the Lord!  
Thanks be to God! 

 Sermon — “For the Common Good”                                                                                Rev. Barrett C. Milner 
 

Give Thanks to God   
  

  Moment for Silent Meditation 
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†    Affirmation of Faith                                       Confession of Belhar 

 We believe in the triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, who gathers, protects and cares for the 
church through Word and Spirit. This, God has done since the beginning of the world and will do to 
the end.  We believe in one holy, universal Christian church, the communion of saints called from 
the entire human family.  We believe that Christ's work of reconciliation is made manifest in the 
church as the community of believers who have been reconciled with God and with one another; 
that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the 
working of God's Spirit it is a binding force, yet simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly 
pursued and sought: one which the people of God must continually be built up to attain; that this 
unity must become visible so that the world may believe that separation, enmity and hatred between 
people and groups is sin which Christ has already conquered, and accordingly that anything which 
threatens this unity may have no place in the church and must be resisted; that this unity of the 
people of God must be manifested and be active in a variety of ways: in that we love one another; 
that we experience, practice and pursue community with one another; that we are obligated to give 
ourselves willingly and joyfully to be of benefit and blessing to one another…Amen.  

  Call to Offertory 

Offertory — Offertorium                                                                                                             Gordon Young 

Presentation of Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 

†    Doxology                                                                                                                                          Hymnal, 606 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

†    Offertory Prayer 

 Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer               

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

Go and Witness in God’s Name 

†    Hymn 754 — Help Us Accept Each Other                                                                                            baronita 

†    Benediction 

†    Congregational Response — God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me                                    green tyler 

 

 
 

 

 

       

Postlude — Ellacombe                                                                                                        arr. Albert L. Travis 
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Welcome! 
First Presbyterian Church warmly invites visitors to become a member of our family of faith. You may do so in 
one of the following ways: 

• By Profession of Faith - The act of receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and sincerely promising to live for 
Him. Previous baptism is accounted as valid, or the Sacrament of Baptism may be administered at the time of 
profession. 

• By Transfer of Membership - Request our minister to contact your former church for a letter of transfer, where 
applicable. 

• By Reaffirmation of Faith - If you have been inactive or separated from the church for some time or wish to 
rededicate yourself, you may be received by reaffirmation of faith. 

Please contact the church office for more information. 

Parents of nursery aged children please note: a nursery is provided from 9:15 am-12:15 pm for the following 
ages: Infants (0-1 years), Babies (1-3 years), Preschool (3-5 years). The nursery and pre-school rooms are located in 
the Education Building, first floor.  

The FPC prayer chain is ready if you or someone you know is in need. Please contact Carlisle Wood at 
carlislewood@gmail.com or 662-832-8606. All requests are held in strict confidence. 

The church has two portable defibrillators on site if a cardiac event occurs. One is located in our office hallway 
by the east stairwell; the other is located in the library of the Education Building. 

Office Hours are Monday through Friday, 8:30 am-4:30 pm. 

Today’s Worship Participants 
 

                                                  Proclaiming the Word............   Rev. Barrett C. Milner 
                                                  Liturgist..................................   Rev. Deb de Boer 
                                                  Director of Music...................   Creighton R. Holder 

                                                  Trumpeter...............................   John Schuesselin 

          Ushers.....................................   Allyson Ashmore 

                                                                                                     Greg Patton 

                                                                                                     Chole Lloyd                                                           
                                                             Allison McCord 

Session 
 

CLASS of 2022 
Susan Abbott, John Abernathy, Trey Byars, 

Kevin Christian, Greg Patton 

CLASS of 2023 
Allyson Ashmore, Kathryn Elliott, Goodloe Lewis, 

Drew Mauldin, Lee Miers 

CLASS of 2024 
Richard DeVoe, Hale Freeland, Bradley Goodwiller, 

Melissa Hall, Catie Hester 

Diaconate 
 

CLASS of 2022 
Gabrielle Chiniche, James Day, Sarah McLellan, 

Cliff Smith, Pattye Wilson 

CLASS of 2023 
Laura Jackson, Chloe Lloyd, Allison McCord, 

Shae Orrell, Adam Quick 
 

CLASS of 2024 
Patrick Bolen, Tommy Cribbs, Lindsey Estes, 

Kathy Orr Griffith, Jennifer Williams 
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Sunday, January 23 

9:45 am         Sunday School* 

11:00 am       Worship Service* 

5:00 pm         PYF Split 

  

Monday, January 24 

5:30 pm        OFUMC Partnership Meeting  

7:00 pm        Boy Scouts 

 

Tuesday, January 25 

 6:00 am        Men’s Breakfast @ The Beacon 

 10:00 am     FPC Staff Meeting 

 

 

The Congregation Ministers                Ext.                    
Rev. Barrett C. Milner Pastor ......................................... bmilnerfpc@gmail.com  2 
Rev. Deb de Boer Interim Associate Pastor ............ ddeboerfpc@gmail.com  5 
Rev. Allison C. Wehrung Pastor, UKirk Ministry ............... ukirk.olemiss@gmail.com 
Creighton R. Holder Director of Music ....................... cholderfpc@gmail.com                 4   
Frances Saralvarez Office Administrator  .................. fsaralvarezfpc@gmail.com  6 
Wade Simpson Property Manager ...................... wsimpson13@yahoo.com 
LaShaunda L. Sisk Nursery Director ........................ lsiskfpc@gmail.com 

 924 Van Buren Avenue • Oxford, Mississippi 38655 • 662-234-1757 • fpcoxford.net 

Church Staff 

Calendar 

Wednesday, January 26 

 8:15 am     Men’s Bible Study 

 12:00 pm     Convictions Book Study 

     Property Ministry Team Meeting 

 6:30 pm        Chancel Choir 

 7:00 pm        Convictions Book Study via Zoom 

 

Thursday, January 27 

 5:30 pm  Mission Ministry Meeting 

 

 

 

 

            * Nursery provided 
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Things are happening in our church family . . . 
 
Regular Worship Hours: Sunday School starts at 9:45 am followed by one worship service at 11:00 am. 
Nursery is provided. 
 
Lectionary Sunday School:  In the  Fellowship Hall at 9:45 a.m., a casual, drop in class to discuss the lectionary 
passages of the day.  
 
Matthew 25 Opportunities, For the Least of These: Information for the following FPC volunteer mission 
activities is available by calling the church office or emailing missionteam@fpcoxford.net.  You will be kept 
abreast of our congregation's various outreach programs and opportunities to become personally involved.   
 

• Lovepack donations are needed.  The list is available in the narthex. Place your donations in the narthex or 
bring them to the church office.  

• Family Crisis Services requests new stuffed animals to give as a comforting welcome gift to children of 
families seeking shelter.  You may bring your donated stuffed animal to the church office. 

• Volunteers are needed to deliver snacks weekly to the Leap Frog program and to host the monthly Doors 
of  Hope Step 2 dinners. 

 
Confirmation Class: This year's confirmation class will be for all current 8th and 9th graders, as well as any 
current 10th graders who have not yet been confirmed.  The confirmation program will take place from February 
13-April 10.  If your child is not already signed up, please contact the church office (fpcstaff924@gmail.com) so 
we can make sure he/she receives information about this year's class. We're looking forward to an incredible 
year! 
 
UKirk Ole Miss is seeking Tuesday night dinner providers for the Spring semester! For more details and a list of 
dates, visit ukirkolemiss.org/tuesday-meals. Questions? Contact Allison Wehrung at ukirk.olemiss@gmail.com.   
 
Attention VIP's: On Thursday, February 3rd we will gather at 6:00 pm at the Sipp for food, drink and 
fellowship.  The restaurant wants a head count before we arrive, so please call the church office before February 
1st and put your name on the list. For March we have an evening of dinner and bingo at the church.  More 
later...a fun evening! 

Remember in Prayer 
FPC Members:  Sigrid Morrison Long; J.T. & Barbara Davis; Tommy Patrick; Marianna Ochs; Family of Lynton 
Dilley; Max Williams; Louise & Nolan Waller; Teresa Flautt; Lydia Moak; Susan & Tom Meredith; Michele 
Howie; Margaret Fancher; Family of Betty Mullen White; Joe Murphey  

 
 

Family and Friends: Lenoir Stanley; Family of Lauren "Lo" Chastain; Peter C. Wood; Doors of Hope Families; 
Bob Flautt; Family of Elise & William Winter; Parchman Prison inmates; Detention Center inmates; Haven House 
residents; Our Haiti partners; Oxford & Lafayette County First Responders; Community leaders  
 
U. S. Military: SSgt Jason Freeland, USAF 4th Air Support Operation 
 

Please pray, too, for those with unspecified needs. 
  

If you wish to have a name removed or added to this list, please contact the church office. 
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