
 

 

A Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

Fifth Sunday in Lent  
 
 

Sunday, March 17, 2024 

11:00  AM 



 

 A Service for the Lord’s Day 
 

Lectionary Texts: 
Jeremiah 31:31-34; Psalm 51:1-12; Psalm 119:9-16; Hebrews 5:5-10; John 12:20-33 

 

This church welcomes you no matter who you are, where you come from, or why you are here. 

We are Christ’s people, and this is Christ’s place with its doors open wide. If you are passing through, Godspeed;  

if you are looking for a home, stay here; if you need instruction, learn from us as we learn from you.                                             
We invite visitors to join us, but most of all, to return often.  

† Indicates all who are able may stand. 

 

Assemble in God’s Name 

Gathering — O Sacred Head, Now Wounded                                                                               arr. Cindy Berry   

Silent Prayer of Preparation                                                                                                                                                         

O God, who fashioned the covenant and sealed it with the promise of life everlasting, we praise you for 
mercies that are boundless and sure.  Your ways are just, your grace is unending.  You have sent the Christ 
in whom lies your promise that all things will be made new.  We come before your throne of grace with the 

assurance that you will meet us as we call on your name.  Hear us now as we give our oblations and be 
pleased with our efforts, as we respond to Christ’s call.  Amen.  

Chimes of the Trinity 

Welcome and Parish Life  

Prelude — Ubi Caritas                                                                                                                 Creighton Holder 

Where charity and love are, God is there 

Introit — Word of God                                                                                                                Bernadette Farrell 

Word of God, renew your people, make us now your living sign. 
Recreate us for your purpose in this place and in this time. 

 

With your cross of love upon us, make us now your living sign. 

Recreate us for your purpose in this place and in this time. 
 

 By our name you call us onward, make us now your living sign. 
Recreate us for your purpose in this place and in this time. 

Call to Worship                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
 

We have known God throughout our history.   
Yet there is so much of God we do not know. 
God’s purposes are so far beyond our understanding.   
Now in these moments we would be open to the unexpected.  
Come, Holy Spirit, that we may respond.   
Discipline and cultivate us, that our lives may bear fruit. 
 

†  Hymn 209 — My Song is Love Unknown                                                                                     love unknown 

†  Call to Confession                                                                                                                                            

 



 

 
 

†  Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                         

O God of forgiveness, we pray for new life as we confess our old ways.  We hear your promise amid our 
own sense of self-doubt.  Hope is proclaimed, yet we seek guarantees.  Christ calls us to obedience, but 
we set conditions.  When called on to follow, we ask to what end.  We applaud commitment, but we 
treasure our comfort.  Forgive our reluctance to walk in newness of life.  Amen.    

†     Kyrie Eleison 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

†     Declaration of Forgiveness 

          Friends, hear and believe the good news; 
 In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God! 

 
 

Time with Young Disciples                                                                                                           Dave Garvey 
 

At this time, all children (pre-K 4 through third grade) are invited to leave the service to attend “Children’s Time.”  
Children can be picked up on the second floor of the Education building after the worship service.  

 
Proclaim God’s Word                                                     

  
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                          Laura Lovelady 
 
Psalter Reading: Psalm 119:9-16                                                                                                                   p. 690 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Meditation — Create In Me a Clean Heart (based on Psalm 51:10-11)                                    Victor C. Johnson   
 
Old Testament Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34                                                                                                 p. 899 
 

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
Sermon — “A Change is Gonna Come”                                                                                Rev. Barrett C. Milner 

 
Give Thanks to God   

   Moment for Silent Meditation 

 

 



 

 
†     Affirmation of Faith                                                                                                                Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son 
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from 
the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic 
Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Call to Offertory                                                                                                                         

Offertory — Won’t You Be My Neighbor?                                                                                   Rev. Fred Rogers 

 In honor of Mr. Rogers Day 2024 and his legacy of love and reconciliation.  

Presentation of Gifts, Tithes and Offerings 

†    Doxology                                                                                                                                        Hymnal, 606  

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost! Amen. 

†    Offertory Prayer  
 

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer        

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 

Go and Witness in God’s Name 

†     Hymn 435 — There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                                                                                in babilone 

†     Benediction 

†     Congregational Response —  God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me                                  green tyler  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 †     Postlude — Introduction and Fugue                                                                                  Adela Douglas-Pennant  



 

 

 

 

                              

Today’s Worship Participants 
 

 

 

Welcome! 
First Presbyterian Church warmly invites visitors to become a member of our family of faith. You may do so in one of 
the following ways: 

• By Profession of Faith - The act of receiving Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord and sincerely promising to live for 
Him. Previous baptism is accounted as valid, or the Sacrament of Baptism may be administered at the time of 
profession. 

• By Transfer of Membership - Request our minister to contact your former church for a letter of transfer, where 
applicable. 

• By Reaffirmation of Faith - If you have been inactive or separated from the church for some time or wish to 
rededicate yourself, you may be received by reaffirmation of faith. 

Please contact the church office for more information. 

Parents of nursery aged children please note: a nursery is provided from 8:45 am - 12:15 pm for the following ages: 
Infants (0-1 years), Babies (1-3 years), Preschool (3-5 years). The nursery and pre-school rooms are located in the 
Education Building, first floor.  

The FPC prayer chain is ready if you or someone you know is in need. Please contact Carlisle Wood at 
carlislewood@gmail.com or 662-832-8606. All requests are held in strict confidence. 

The church has two portable defibrillators on site if a cardiac event occurs. One is located in our office hallway by 
the east stairwell; the other is located in the library of the Education Building. 

Office Hours are Monday through Thursday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm and Friday 8:30 am - 12:00 pm. 

Tithes and Offerings: Thank you for prayerfully supporting the missions and ministries of FPC! Every gift is greatly 
appreciated. Here are some ways to give: 

• Completing the pledge card in the friendship register found in your pew 

• Online by choosing the tab titled “Giving” at the top of the church website  

 (https://fpcoxford.net/giving/) 

• Enrolling in direct deposit of withdrawal by contacting the church office.  

• Scanning the QR Code provided here. Credit Card fees apply. 

• Mailing gifts directly to the church office at 924 Van Buren Ave, Oxford, MS 38655 

If you need assistance with any specific ways to give, please contact Frances Saralvarez at fsaralvarezfpc@gmail.com, 
or call the church office. 

Proclaiming the Word Rev. Barrett C. Milner 

Liturgist Rev. Andy G. Spaulding & Laura Lovelady 

Organist Creighton R. Holder 

  

  



 

 

 

Sunday, March 17 

9:00 am  Worship Service*  

9:45 am   Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship Service*  

5:00 pm   Presbyterian Youth Fellowship 

 

Monday, March 18 

5:30 pm   Session Meeting 

6:30 pm   Troop 45 

 

Tuesday, March 19 

6:00 am   Men’s Breakfast @ The Beacon 

9:45 am   Lula Gregory Circle 

12:00 pm Gerry Duvall Circle 

5:30 pm   Carroll Barr Circle 

5:30 pm   Lenten Service of Wholeness & Healing 

6:00 pm   UKirk 

6:00 pm   Youngish Adults Spring Fling  

 

 

 

The Congregation Ministers                                                       Ext.                    
Rev. Barrett C. Milner Pastor……………………..…..………..… bmilnerfpc@gmail.com  3 
Rev. Andy G. Spaulding    Associate Pastor……………………………….aspauldingfpc@gmail.com           5 
Rev. Allison C. Wehrung Pastor, UKirk Ministry………………….…ukirk.olemiss@gmail.com 
Creighton R. Holder Director of Music…………………………. cholderfpc@gmail.com           4 
Dave Garvey Director of Faith Formation for  
                                           Children & Youth……………………..……...dgarveyfpc@gmail.com          9 
Frances Saralvarez Office Administrator ………………………fsaralvarezfpc@gmail.com     6 
Kate Hill                            Communications Director …………………kohillfpc@gmail.com             7 
Wade Simpson Property Manager…………………………wsimpson13@yahoo.com                          
Wendy Brady  Nursery Director…………………………..wendybbrady@gmail.com 
 

 

Church Staff 

Calendar 
Wednesday, March 20 

8:15 am   Men’s Bible Study 

10:00 am Bible Study: Proverbs - Pathways to Wisdom 

12:00 pm Lenten Reflections Concert Series: Jos Milton 

4:30 pm   Bibles & Brews 

5:30 pm   Wednesdays Together 

6:00 pm   Chancel Choir 

 

Saturday, March 23 

10:00 am Easter Egg Hunt  

 

Sunday, March 24 

9:00 am  Worship Service*  

9:45 am   Sunday School 

11:00 am Worship Service*  

5:00 pm   Presbyterian Youth Fellowship 

 

* Nursery Provided  

 

 

         

Session 
 
Adult Faith Formation - Carole Haney (2025) & 
Irma Buchanan (2026) 
Children & Youth Faith Formation - Catie Hester (2024)  
& Brynnen Quick (2026) 
Clerk of Session  - Catherine Servati (2026)  
Finance  - Richard DeVoe (2024) & Brent Hardin (2025) 
Membership & Hospitality - Angela Manley (2025) &  
Matt Nielson (2026) 
Mission - David Shaw (2025) & Laura Montgomery (2026) 
Personnel - Melissa Hall (2024) 
Property  - Bradley Goodwiller (2024) & Bo Elliott (2025) 
Worship - Hale Freeland (2024)  

Are you interested in learning more? Do you have ideas to share? 
Your church staff, Diaconate, and ministry team leaders would love to hear from you! 

Diaconate 
 
Class of 2024: Patrick Bolen, Tommy Cribbs,  
Lindsey Estes, Kathy Orr Griffith, Jennifer Williams 
 
Class of 2025: Teresa Flautt, Scotty Jimenez,  
David McPhail, Laura Scott, Laura Whitten  
 
Class of 2026: Stefanie Goodwiller, Marty Mauldin,  
Brad Mayo, Kathy Neff, Nina Patrick 



 

 
Things are happening in our church family . . . 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Our last weekly mid-morning bible study will be on March 20 at 10:00 am. All 
are welcome. 
 

Wednesdays Together: Please join us for our last gathering of the spring! We will meet for dinner at 5:30 pm, 
followed by programming for all ages at 6:00 pm.  A variety of soups and sandwiches, salad, and assorted desserts 
will be on the menu for this week.  
 

Young(ish) Adults Spring Fling: Please join us for our spring gathering! It will be held at Hal and Aley Reece’s 
house, 5019 Braemar Park Dr, on March 19 at 6:00 pm. BYOB and a dish to share!  
 

Easter Egg Hunt: Please join us for our annual Easter Egg Hunt on March 23 at 10:00 am. The hunt will happen on 
the front lawn of the church and will be divided into age brackets. The Easter Bunny may even make a special 
appearance! Afterwards, we will meet in the Fellowship Hall for snacks! If you are led and able, please consider 
donating eggs! We are in need of chocolate-free, pre-filled candy eggs. Please drop them off in the box at the 
courtyard door by March 22!  
 

Easter Lilies and Cross Flowers: Easter lilies can be purchased, or cross flowers can be donated to decorate the 
sanctuary in memory or in honor of a loved one. Lilies can be purchased for $12. Any and all donations to the Easter 
Cross flowers are appreciated. The deadline to do so is Wednesday, March 27. Both order forms are available in the 
newsletter and the church office.  
 

Sanctuary Floral Arrangement dates are available April 28, May 5, and June 2, 9, 16, and 30. To provide flowers 
in memory/honor of a loved one, contact Margaret Fancher at mfancher42@gmail.com or call 662-234-1359.  
 

UKirk Ole Miss is in need of Tuesday night meal providers. Both homemade and take-out meals are welcome! To 
see available dates, visit ukirkolemiss.org/tuesday-meals, and contact Allison Wehrung with any questions.   
 

Mission Opportunities: FPC seeks to serve "the least of these."  See Fast Facts or call the church office for more 
details on the following outreaches as well as other opportunities. 
 

• LovePacks (lovepacksoxford.com) is an in-school pantry that provides food for 250 children in the Oxford and 

Lafayette county schools who experience hunger in their homes. For the month of March, donations of chewy 
granola or protein bars are requested.  Drop your contribution by the church office anytime. 

• Need a helping hand?  In Good Order is a group of FPC volunteers available to assist members who may need a 
little extra help with a yard clean-up project or light home repairs.  

• FPC volunteers continue to host the Doors of Hope Step 2 Dinner the second Tuesday of each month.  It's 
easy! Pick up the prepared meal from Larson's, serve the meal in the fellowship hall, and sit at table with new 
friends.  

• Leap Frog is an after-school literacy and enrichment program for first through third grade students enrolled in the 
Oxford and Lafayette public schools. FPC volunteers partner with St. Peter's by providing healthy snacks for the 
sixty students enrolled. Three slots for volunteer signups remain for the semester.  

 

Remember in Prayer 
 

FPC Members: Syd Shaw; Warner Biedenharn; Tina and Tony Montgomery’s Family; The Charles and Laura Montgomery Family; The 
Family of Louise Waller; Majorie Selvidge; Becky Murphey; Ann Dickins; Margaret Fancher; Mrs. Pat Atkinson; The Family of William 
“Wylie” Coleman; Sarah, Cliff, and Sterlin Smith; Scottye Boone; Jean Blackston; Leon McCullouch  
 
Family and Friends: Phyllis Hardin; Beverly Biedenharn; Alex Saralvarez and Family; Sigrid Long; Family of Tommy and Billie Faulk-
ner Marshall; Family of Lynda Torbert Mathers; Jeanette Wilkinson; Eileen Cheney and Family; Family of Susan Treas-Ewing; Thomas 
Hines; Olivia Flautt; Dr. Gladys Memnon and Friends in Bongnotte, Haiti; Family and Friends of Dr. Jack Davis Brown; Margaret Bur-
nett; Doors of Hope Families; Lafayette County Detention Center inmates; Parchman Prison inmates; Haven House residents 
 
U. S. Military: SSgt Jason Freeland, USAF 17th Special Tactics Squadron 

 
Please pray, too, for those with unspecified needs. 

If you wish to have a name removed or added to this list, please contact the church office. 

http://ukirkolemiss.org/tuesday-meals
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